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Alain Peyrefitte to Speak on China at Concordia 


MONTREAL / November 1, 1989 -- Alain Peyrefitte, distinguished 
French politician, Académie frangaise member and author of the 
recent "L'empire immobile ou le choc des mondes", his second book 


on China, will speak at Concordia University on Wednesday, November 
15th, at 7;00 p.m. in Room H-110 of the Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 


de_ Maisonneuve Boulevard West. His topic will be "La Chine d'hier, 
d'aujourd'hui et de demain". 


The free public lecture (to be given in French) is jointly 
sponsored by the Jean H. Picard Foundation, a philanthropic body 
which provides money for scholarships and lectures, and Concordia's 
Political Science Department. 


Mr. Peyrefitte, novelist, essayist, philosopher and 
anthropologist, twice represented his country at the United Nations 
General Assembly and served as Secretary of State, Minister of 
Information, Minister of Scientific Research and Minister of 
Education in the governments of President Georges Pompidou between 
1962 and 1972. He also served as Cultural and Environment Minister 
and chaired several committees in subsequent governments. 


"L'empire immobile ou le choc des mondes" is an epic 800-page 
chronicle of the clash of cultures and values systems as he takes 
the reader along on the British Macartney-Staunton expedition to 
China in 1792. Peyrefitte's first book on China, "Quand la Chine 
s'éveillera" (1973) was an essay chronicle of his own voyage to the 
turbulent China of Mao-Tsetoung. The book enjoyed = great 
international success. 


Mr. Peyrefitte last visited Québec in 1979 to mark the 
inauguration of TVFQ 99. 


NOTE: Mr. Peyrefitte will meet the Montréal media at a press 
conference to be held (in French) on Wednesday, November 15th, at 


10:30 a.m., in Room H-769 of the Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve 
Boulevard West. 
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